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ABSTRACT

PARENT AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
A PLAN FOR MONTHLY FAMILY READING NIGHTS
by
Lee Ann Fletcher
July 2003

Parent and community involvement in early reading education are crucial
for the success of young children. Children are greatly affected by their parents'
beliefs and reading practices. Parents need to know what they can and should
do to foster reading development and success. It is essential that parents,
teachers, and community members work together to provide quality, meaningful
literacy experiences and activities for young children.
This project outlines the development and implementation of monthly
Family Reading Nights at North Omak Elementary School in Omak, Washington.
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CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT
Introduction
"Parents are the first teachers children have and they are the teachers that
children have for the longest time" (Morrow, 1995, p. 6). Parents have an
important role in helping their children with their reading development. In fact,
parents provide the early experiences with learning that will shape the child's
attitude for many years into the future. Research studies of early readers and
investigations of emergent literacy uniformly conclude that parental beliefs,
aspirations, and actions critically affect children's literacy growth (Routman,
1996). When a child sees his or her parent reading, the child feels that reading
must be important. These early experiences with literacy and literature provide
the background knowledge a child needs to be prepared to learn in a classroom
setting. Thus, it is essential that parents are involved with their child's literacy
development at a very young age.
The author will examine the importance of parents reading to and with
their children. "Getting parents involved in their children's reading regardless of
the type of intensity of involvement, leads to improvements in students' ability to
read and can lead to improvements in students' reading performance, it makes
great sense to get parents involved" (Rasinski & Fredericks, 1988. p. 511 ).
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Community involvement in education is also an important factor in a
child's literacy development. Not only is it essential for parents and teachers to
work together for the sake of children, but it is also necessary to form a
partnership with the community. According to Riley (1999), "Our best hope for
getting all American children on the right course is through greater community
and parent involvement" (p. 6).
Epstein (1995) states that there are many reasons for developing school,
family and community partnerships. "Partnerships can improve school programs
and school climate, provide family services and support, increase parents' skills
and leadership, connect families with others in the school and in the community,
and help teachers with their work" (p. 701 ). Students will be the most successful
when parents, teachers, and community members view one another as partners
in education.
Purpose of the Project
The purpose of this project was to plan and coordinate Family Reading Nights for
the students attending North Omak Elementary School in Omak, WA. The goals
of the Family Reading Nights were:
1. to offer fun, free, interactive activities for the whole family and
community to enjoy;
2. to instill a love of reading and literacy activities into the lives of the
•
children and families attending North Omak Elementary;
I
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3. to get books into the homes of students at North Omak Elementary;
4. to invite community members into the school to be guest readers
and to encourage the support of local businesses; and
5. to provide a model for parents demonstrating appropriate methods
and strategies for encouraging and supporting children's reading
development.
These fun, free, interactive reading celebrations encourage families and
community members to read together and spend time together. Many families
have so many responsibilities and obligations, taking time to read and have fun
together is not high on one's priority list. Children need to see t11at their parents
are involved and do care about their reading success.
Significance of the Project
The abundance of research and information on the topic of family and
community involvement in education has shown the significance of this project.
After teaching first grade and transition (K-1 ), the author experienced frustration
and concern over the lack of parent involvement and support in the classroom.
In addition, when talking to primary level teachers, there was an overall concern
over the lack of family literacy involvement prior to children entering kindergarten
as well as in all grade levels. The author believes that parents want to help their
children to succeed; however they do not know how to go about it or simply
cannot make the time to become involved. It was the author's hope that the
I

Family Reading Nights would help and encourage parents to read to and with

(
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their children. By involving community members in these reading celebrations,
children had the opportunity to become acquainted with the community in which
they live and it brought people into the school, which may not have occurred
otherwise.
Scope of the Project
The Family Reading Nights were and will continue to be held
approximately every four to six weeks at North Omak Elementary. The author
began coordinating the Family Reading Nights two years ago. After attending a
conference based on family involvement and community schools at Yale
University, the author was inspired to plan and implement Family Reading Nights
at the school in which she works. This project wili explain what has been done to
successfully plan, coordinate and implement monthly Family Reading Nights at
North Omak Elementary School.
Limitations of the Project
For the purpose of this project, the following limitations were identified:
1. Target Population: The Family Reading Nights were designed
specifically for parents and students at North Omal< Elementary
School, in Omak, Washington. North Omak E!ementary serves
students from pre-school to second grade.
2. Research: The literature obtained for the review of research was
published within the last twenty years.
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3. Time: This project was implemented at North Omak Elementary in
the fall of 2001. The Family Reading Nights will continue to be
planned and coordinated in the future by the author.
4. Resources: The resources outlined in Chapter Four are contingent
upon available funding and donations.
Definition of Terms
All terms came from The Literacy Dictionary: The Vocabulary of Reading
and Writing, (Harris & Hodges, 1995).
•

"Literacy: a minimal ability to read and write in a designated language, as well
as a mindset or way of thinking about the use of reading and writing in
everyday life" (p. 142).

•

"Family Literacy: literacy efforts or activities involving more than one
generation" (p. 82).

•

"Literate Environment: a situation that stimulates reading" (p. 145).

•

"Reading Development: the course of change in an individual's reading
processes from their emergence to the more mature skills and abilities of a
competent reader" (p. 208).

•

"Environmental Print: print and other graphic symbols, in addition to books,
that are found in the physical environment, as street signs, billboards,
television commercials, building signs, etc." (p. 73).
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•

"Intrinsic Method: a teaching-learning approach in which goals and rewards
come from student self-direction and satisfaction rather than from the teacher"
(p. 123).

•

"Motivation: the forces within an organism that arouse and direct behavior, as
internal sensory stimulation, ego needs, etc.; internal motivation" (p. 158).

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RESEARCH
Introduction
Research states that children's cognitive, social, and life skills
develop when their families are involved in their children's learning. According to
The Children, Youth and Family Consortium (1999), research shows that
children's grades improve, attitudes towards schoolwork improve, self-esteem
improves, and participation in classroom learning activities increase when
parents are involved.
It is important to realize that parents also benefit when they are involved in
their children's learning. Parents are more confident and are able to help their
children learn at home. Parents are more knowledgeable about school and are
more comfortable with educational issues. When involved, parents have higher
aspirations for their children. Additionally, teachers view parents as more
capable when they are involved in their children's education. It is evident that it
is very beneficial for parents to be involved in their child's learning. Parents
should also be aware that their own reading practices influence their children a
great deal.
Parents are the key role models for their children. A parent's love of
learning and reading will be passed onto their children. According to Epstein
(1990), parents contribute to their children's intellectual growth in a number of
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ways. Some of these ways include preparing their children for school, placing
value on education, conveying belief in their children's scholastic ability and
encouraging language development and comprehension through reading.
It is important for parents to realize the amount of influence they have on
their child's literacy success. Parents need to engage in quality interactive
literacy experiences as well as engage in a great deal of dialog with their
children.
When children do enter a school setting, it is essential for teachers to
encourage family involvement at all levels. Family involvement should not stop
once a child enters kindergarten, but continue through the child's educational
career changing the activities to fit the interests of the child. Parents and
teachers need to work together in order to ensure optimal reading and literacy
success.
Optimal student success will also be gained when schools have
community support. Partnerships between the schools, families, and the
community need to be formed so that the child is at the center of every aspect of
his or her life.
This review of research will be divided into five sections. The first section
will discuss how children are affected by their parents' involvement. The second
section will emphasize how parents' literacy practices influence their children.
The third section will address how parents can best be involved with their child's
literacy development through reading activities. The fourth section will address
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how parents and teachers can work together to best ensure optimal reading
success. Lastly, the fifth section will examine why community involvement is
important in a child's literacy development.
How Children are Affected
Mikulecky (1996) reported on a number of research studies regarding
parental reading to and with children. He concluded that, although parent-child
interactions are important to a child's literacy development, it is a much more
complex process than simply reading to children and providing them with books.
The ways in which parents speak to a child and the ways in which parents
interact with a child may have as much as or more to do with later reading
achievement than the actual time spent reading to a child. The use of language
and conversation is just as important for developing literacy skills.
A major component of the emergent literacy process, the development
and maturation of oral language, occurs in the home (Dickinson & Tabors, 1991).
Research suggests that literacy learning begins in the home, not the school, and
that instruction at school should build on the foundation for literacy learning
established in the home (Becher, 1986). Even before entering preschool or
kindergarten, children have many experiences with print that can provide the
foundation for further growth in reading and writing. Children raised in
environments where oral language is encouraged and where their parents foster
a love for literature by exposing them to nursery rhymes and simple stories, are
provided the building blocks for becoming lifelong learners.
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Additionally, research reported by Snow and Tabors (1996) indicated that
opportunities to engage in extended conversations in the home build skills of the
type that support the literacy development of children. The use of more
sophisticated vocabulary by family members also enhances literacy
development. Their research also suggested that it was not simply reading a
book to children that supported literacy development; rather, it was the ways in
which the interaction between parent and child was conducted that produced
significant results.
According to Snow and Tabors (1996), parents who focus on word calling
and phonetic correctness put their children at a disadvantage. Parents who ask
questions, stop and talk about the pictures, and use other interactive oral
strategies in addition to actually reading the words further their children's literacy
by motivating them to persevere through the sometimes difficult early stages of
reading skill development.
Laney, Draper, and Boyce (1989) reported that parents of successful
readers used elaborate strategies that incorporate scaffolding, where parents
built on what the children already knew, when they made an effort to understand
stories. They also used strategies to help them avoid frustration. For example,
the parent would begin the story and model how to make predictions. After
reading the books many times, the parent gradually talked less but asked the
child to become more active in reading or telling a story. In contrast, parents of
poor readers employed compressed strategies that lead to decoding, criticism,
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and covering the pictures so that the child would not "cheat" in identifying the
word. This would not foster a positive attitude about reading.
According to Rasinski and Fredericks (1988), parents act as a support
system for children learning to read. Parents should know that being supportive
means providing enough help so that children feel successful in the activity.
Parents must offer plenty of praise and encouragement. Children need to
understand that risking an answer, even if wrong, is better than not attempting
any response. Rasinski and Fredericks stated that, "children need to realize that
they are in a safe environment, free from ridicule and constant evaluation. Love
of literacy is promoted when children are encouraged and helped to overcome
seemingly formidable obstacles" (p. 510).
Children are greatly affected by how their parents encourage their literacy
growth. Not only is it necessary for parents to read to and with children, it is
important that oral language is developed at an early age. It is also essential that
parents know and use effective reading strategies when encouraging literacy
growth. When parents support and encourage their child's endeavors to become
better readers, they are giving them the gift of self-confidence.
Parents' Literacy Practices Influence Children
Parents have an incredible amount of influence on their children's reading
success. Baker, Scher, and Mackler (1997) argue that the beliefs held by
children's parents about the purposes of reading and how children learn to read
relate to the children's motivations for reading. "Parents who believe that reading
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is a source of entertainment have children with more positive views about
reading than do parents who emphasize the skills aspect of reading development
(p. 69)."
Baker, Scher, and Mackler (1997) also point out that the socioemotional
context of early literacy experiences is particularly influential; children whose
early encounters with literacy are enjoyable are more likely to develop a
predisposition to read frequently and broadly in subsequent years. McKenna
(1994) explains that when children experience pleasurable interactions with
books, they realize the intrinsic enjoyment that can be derived from reading.
Children whose home experiences promote the view that literacy is a source of
entertainment are likely to become intrinsically motivated to read. It's the
parents' job to motivate and encourage pleasurable reading activities in the
home.
Research has indicated a significant positive relationship between the
child's attitude toward reading, based on home experiences, and achievement in
reading in the schools (Teal & Sulsby, 1986.) Parents' reading to their child is
one practice that has shown to be significantly related to this improvement.
Specifically, this practice has been shown to improve children's:
•

receptive and expressive vocabulary

•

literal and inferential comprehensive skills

•

sentence length

•

letter and symbol recognition
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•

basic conceptual development, extension, and expansion

•

general interest in books. (p. 179)

Hess and Halloway (1984) classify five broad areas that may motivate the
children's literacy development in a family setting.
1. Value placed on literacy is observed when parents read and
stimulate children to read.
2. Press for achievement is observed when parents communicate
their expectations for their children's achievement, offer reading
instruction, and react to the children's reading initiatives and
interest.
3. Availability and instrumental use of reading materials are observed
when parents provide literacy experiences in the home that include
children's reading and writing materials.
4. Reading with children is observed when parents read to children at
home and listen to and help children with their school's oral
reading.
5. Opportunities for verbal interaction are observed when parents
interact with their children in many different ways. (p.197-198)
Parents' beliefs and reading practices influence their own child's beliefs
and reading practices as well. It is important for parents to realize that they are
providing those early literacy experiences that may shape their child's reading
development and eventual success for years to come. There are many ways
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that parents can promote their child's literacy development to foster academic
gains and successes.
How Parents Can Best be Involved in Their Child's Literacy Development
According to the U.S. Department of Education (1994a), if every parent of
a child aged one through nine spent one hour reading or working on schoolwork
with his or her child five days a week, American parents would annually devote at
least 8.7 billion hours to support their children's reading success.
The statistic above illustrated how parents can be involved by reading to
their children and working on schoolwork, however, parents can be involved in
their child's literacy development in a number of different ways. According to
Barnitz and Barnitz (1996), "Literature related activities have a powerful potential
for influencing children in school, home, and community contexts" (p. 110). Ortiz
(1997) suggests the following early practices to encourage families to develop
their children's literacy development.
1.

Allow families to select the reading and writing materials they prefer
to share with their children.

2.

Initiate informal and simple activities that include one family
member and the child such as reading together comic strips or
television commercials.

3.

Use spontaneous and unanticipated reading experiences (such as
reading letters, notes, and labels) that take place within the home.
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4.

Capitalize on environmental print such as familiar signs, logos, and
billboards.

5.

Make children feel comfortable in a world filled with print.

6.

Respond to the children's many questions.

In a study conducted by Saracho (1999), the data suggested that many
family literacy activities and materials do not necessarily include books or formal
reading instruction but consist of informal literacy experiences. She suggests
that children's literacy can be developed through their everyday family life
experiences in various settings and circumstances. For example, parents can
read shopping lists, newspapers, letters, labels, recipes, comic books,
magazines, notes, posters, and other printed materials with their child. The
parent-child interaction does not always have to be with a book. There are
numerous ways that families can share literacy activities and materials.
Family members can support the children's literacy learning with
developmentally appropriate activities and materials. Family members can
provide activities and materials where children frequently are read to, see others
reading, are provided with accessible reading and writing materials, and are
encouraged to ask and answer questions (Teale & Sulzby, 1986). In this
manner, families can motivate children to acquire, develop, and utilize literacy.
It is important for schools and teachers to help parents utilize these ideas
and suggestions. In order to serve children best, parents and teachers must
work together to help each other in promoting a child's literacy success.
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Parents and Teachers: Working Together
Parents must be viewed as partners in the learning process because their
role in their child's early learning is crucial. This involvement can range from
meeting the basic needs of their child to involvement in school committees and
decision-making processes. All forms of involvement can motivate children's
interest in learning and facilitate the development of partnerships between
parents and teachers that ultimately lead to gains in student literacy achievement
(Cairney & Munsie, 1995). The issue for schools and teachers is how to best
encourage this partnership.
According to Barnitz and Barnitz (1996), ''Teachers and parents, sharing
literacy strategies with one another, can support children's acquisition of
language and literacy" (p.116). In order for parents to know how best to help
their children, teachers must keep open lines of communication with parents,
especially about classroom strategies their children are using to learn to read and
write. Reutzel and Cooter (1996) suggested that, in order to train parents in
effective tutoring strategies, teachers need to conduct periodic seminars to
introduce effective strategies used in classroom reading instruction. Evening
sessions, open houses, and classroom newsletters are all effective ways to
inform parents about how their children learn to read and write.
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Rasinski and Fredericks (1990) have identified 14 ways to involve parents
in schools and student learning. They are:
1. flood them with information,
2. make it a school-wide effort,
3. recognize students and parents,
4. involve students in recruiting parents,
5. conduct participatory projects that include the entire family,
6. recruit community members,
7. make the classrooms and the school a comfortable place,
8. use the telephone as an instrument of good news,
9. find out why parents are not involved,
1o. have a variety of event scheduling plans,
11. operate a parent hotline,
12. use community members to endorse the program,
13. videotape programs for parents, and
14. provide support services like babysitting. (p.424-425)
This list of simple strategies suggests that a common-sense approach to
getting parents involved works best. Some of the key points in the above list are
the nature of communication and the climate of the building. Parents need to feel
welcomed into the schools. After all, they are an integral aspect of a child's
education.
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Teachers often find themselves in the position of recommending literacy
activities that families can do together. It is critical that teachers recommend
activities that offer long term learning and enjoyment for both parents and
children. Unless parents perceive a recommended activity as profitable for
themselves and their children, the activity will likely be dropped after the first
attempt (Rasinski & Fredericks, 1988).
It is essential that schools have an open door policy. Parents should be
invited to come to the school continuously and for many different reasons. Many
parents only come into a school for parent/teacher conferences. Rasinski and
Fredericks (1988) suggest that schools should offer informal activities for parents
and students as well.
Many schools hold regular formal gatherings for parents, and the school
should not overlook the value of informal visits by parents, too. Besides
offering parents a relaxed introduction and overview of the school's
mission, they provide opportunity for parents to see how adults and
youngsters can interact in rewarding situations. In other words, teachers
can serve as effective models of how to guide some literacy activities
(p. 511).

By offering free, fun, interactive activities at the school, parents can easily
be involved and children will see that their parents do value their education and
the school. Schools can offer regular reading nights, math games nights, and
other academically targeted events that provide a fun but educational way for
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parents to be involved. There is no pressure on parents when asked to be
involved in this manner. All they have to do is show up with their child and enjoy
the activities.
Rasinski and Fredericks (1990) also advise that these activities should
involve the entire family. When parents, siblings, and other relatives such as
grandparents are involved, outreach efforts are more effective. "The family
atmosphere enhances and guarantees a successful project" (p. 425).
Merenda (2002/2003), reported on a Family Fun Reading Night that
regularly takes place in Ben Castle, Virginia at Eagle Rock Elementary School.
In an effort to encourage families to become involved in student learning,
our school developed the idea of a family fun reading night. The program
evolved from a once-a-month activity to a weekly program. Family Fun
Reading Night offers opportunities for families to read with their children
and participate in a variety of activities, interact with the teacher on how to
assist their children with learning experiences, and work collaboratively
with school personnel as partners in education. (p. 96)
This is an excellent example of schools and teachers reaching out to
parents and offering fun and interactive activities for families to enjoy together. It
is also a good idea to include community involvement when planning school
events.
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Why Community Involvement?
"Literacy is important in all aspects of community life. To be a fully
contributing member of the community one needs to be able to read and to use
literacy skills in the many ways required by the community" (Rasinski &
Fredericks, 1991. p. 698). It is in the best interest of a community to be involved
in its schools. Not only do schools, students, and families benefit, but
communities do as well.
According to Rasinski and Fredericks (1991 ), community members need
to be encouraged to accept and share with teachers and parents the
responsibility for students' growth in literacy and provide opportunities for
students and the larger community to interact in literacy-related activities.
Communities can be a powerful influence on parents and children. There
are a variety of ways that community groups can help increase family
involvement in their children's learning. The U.S. Department of Education
(1994b) advises that communities can partner with families and schools in the
following ways.
1. Combat alcohol, drugs, and violence in and around the school and
neighborhood.
2. Reinforce parenting skills by providing training in parenting and
early childhood education, literacy and career training, referrals for
services, and other helpful programs.
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3. Provide mentoring programs so that youth may be assured of
tutoring and guidance from responsible adults.
4. Enlist community volunteers, including retired and older citizens.
5. Offer after-school and summer learning and recreation programs.
6. Make healthy, library, and cultural services easily accessible to the
school's neighborhood.
7. Encourage parent and school involvement in community councils
and special projects. (p. 24-29)
''The complexity of raising and educating children today requires support
from all aspects of the community. Programs sponsored by community groups
and businesses, religious institutions, community-service organizations, and
human service agencies are important in strengthening links between families
and schools (The U.S. Department of Education, 1994b, p.44)."
Summary
Quality parent-child interactions can develop the children's literacy
abilities. These interactions require more than simply reading to children and
making books accessible to them. Studies indicate that parents' background
influences the way parents read to their child. They show how parents speak
with their children and the quality of time they spend reading to their children
affects their later reading achievement (Saracho, 1997).
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Parents are a child's primary role models. It is crucial that parents realize
their influence and potential for their child's reading success. When children see
that their parents value reading and literature, children are more prone to do the
same. When reading materials are readily accessible to young children, they
naturally gravitate to them. Parents need to provide interactive literacy
experiences early and continue as a child grows.
It is essential for parents, teachers, and community members to work
together to ensure optimal academic success for children. When these three
aspects of a child's life intersect and work together collaboratively, a child is more
likely to succeed.
Research indicates that parent involvement positively affects children's
development and education (Becher, 1986). When these goals are
accomplished, schools will truly become communities of proficient readers and
writers (Reutzel & Cooter, 1996).
Sandra Feldman (2003), president of the American Federation of
Teachers, states that:
It only makes sense that two of the most powerful influences in a student's
life should work together. When teachers provide the formal teaching at
school and families support and encourage learning at home, the
foundation for student success is in place. Finding time to pull together
the home-school team can be a challenge, but the benefits will make your
efforts worthwhile. (p. 6)

CHAPTER THREE
PROCEDURES
The author of this project teaches transition (K-1) at North Omak
.. Elern_entary School. Research show~ the importance and the need for parents to
be involved with their child's education at a very young age. Many students are
not developmentally ready to learn and be engaged in first grade reading and
writing curricula. This is because they lack the prior knowledge and background
experiences having to do with literacy. With this in mind, the author saw a need
to encourage and support parents in helping teachers to develop their children's
literacy development.
A review of research was needed. A search was conducted on the
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) and Proquest at Central
Washington University Library. The information of the current research for the
project was researched in the following areas: family involvement, family literacy,
reading aloud to children, family-school partnerships, and community
involvement. This search produced multiple articles in the related areas. Other
articles were found on the Internet at the author's home. After reviewing the
articles obtained, a formal review of literature for Chapter Two of the project was
compiled and written.
After attending a conference based on family involvement and community
schools at Vale University during the summer of 2001, the author was inspired to
23
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develop the idea of Family Reading Nights in which community members were
invited into the school on a monthly basis to read to and with students and
families. In addition to the "guest readers," there was always some type of
hands-on activity such as a craft project or a coloring sheet provided. There
were numerous books available for families to read together as well as snacks,
usually consisting of cookies and milk. When available, free books and door
prizes were given out.
The purpose of this project was to provide parents in Omak with a fun
interactive way to help and encourage their child's reading and literacy
development. By offering free and entertaining reading activities in the evenings,
parents were motivated to read to and with their children in a structured setting,
instilling parents to continue reading at home!
The project was completed to share how Family Reading Nights have
been implemented at North Omak Elementary over the last two years. The goals
of the Family Reading Nights were:
1. to offer fun, free, interactive activities for the whole family and
community to enjoy;
2. to instill a love of reading and literacy activities into the lives of the
children and families attending North Omak Elementary;
3. to get books into the homes of students at North Omak Elementary;
4. to invite community members into the school to be guest readers
and to encourage the support of local businesses; and
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5. to provide a model for parents demonstrating appropriate methods
and strategies for encouraging and supporting children's reading
development.
This project was developed specifically for students and families attending
North Omak Elementary School in Omak, Washington. Omak is a small rural
area located in North Central Washington. Omak is located in the heart of
Okanogan County and includes the western portion of the Colville Indian
Reservation. Geographically Omak is on U.S. Highway 97 and State Highways
20 and 155. It is 50 miles south of the Canadian Border and 90 miles north of
Wenatchee. Spokane is 150 miles to the east and Seattle is 240 miles to the
west.
Okanogan County has a population of 38,400 people. Omak, the largest
city in the county has a population of 4,495. In terms of population density, the
state averages 88.6 people per square mile, Okanogan County averages only
7.5 people per square mile.
Much of the labor force is still grounded in traditional industries such as
lumber and wood products, agriculture and wholesale trading of agricultural
products, but service and retail employment are increasing. In November 2002,
unemployment rates for Washington were at 6.7%. Okanogan County
unemployment was at 10.3%. The average per capita income (1999) in
Okanogan County of $14,900 is $8,073 below the state average.
(
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North Omak Elementary School is one of four schools in the Omak School
District. The district has an approximate enrollment of 2, 11 O with approximately
360 attending North Omak Elementary. North serves students in grades
kindergarten through grade two. Although it is a separate program, the Omak
School District's early childhood education program (children birth to five years
old) is also located at North Omak Elementary. It is located on a spacious fiveacre campus at 615 North Oak Street in Omak.
The districts ethnic composition (October 2002) is as follows:
Asian or Pacific Islander:
American Indian or Alaska Native:
Black:

1.4%
32.4%
0.4%

Hispanic:

10.8%

White:

55.0%

Many of the resources described in the project were provided by Omak
Community Learning Center, which is funded by the 21 5 ' Century Community
Learning Centers grant. The Omak School District was awarded this 1.7 million
dollar grant three years ago. It was intended that Omak students engage in
purposeful activities during after school hours, which would positively impact test
scores, attendance, grades, and students' self worth. The project also increased
community connection and interaction with the schools and students. This
became a wonderful collaboration because both the Omak Community Learning
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Center and the Family Reading Nights benefited by working towards the common
goal of increasing family and community involvement in education.
To find out more about the 21•1 Century Community Learning Centers
grant, contact the following address and phone numbers.
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
21 •• Century Community Learning Centers
Old Capitol Building
P.O. Box 47200
Olympia, WA 98504-7200
(360) 725-6052

(

(

CHAPTER FOUR
THE PROJECT
According to Adams (1991 ), the single most important activity of building
the knowledge and skills eventually required for reading appears to be reading
aloud to children regularly and interactively. Rasinski and Fredericks (1988),
advise that parents read to their children for the following reasons:
(1) reading aloud is an easy activity for both parents and children. It's
inexpensive, mutually rewarding, and requires very little training or
experience; (2) reading aloud is an effective technique for promoting
growth in reading. Children who are read to by their parents are exposed
to a wide variety of vocabulary. Most importantly, children who are read to
are provided with the best role model for reading, their parents; and (3)
reading to children is an enjoyable activity for both parent and child. It
gives parents and children a wonderful opportunity to be together
spending a few quiet minutes alone. The time together can be close,
interactive, and personal. (p. 509)
The purpose of this project was to develop, implement, and coordinate
monthly Family Reading Nights at North Omak Elementary in Omak,
Washington. It was the author's hope that the Family Reading Nights would
encourage parents to interactively read to and with their child on a regular basis.
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The following pages outline what has happened over the course of the last two
years.

Please note: Content in this chapter was redacted due to FERPA and copyright concerns.
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Goals of Family Reading Nights

~~========~

(

This project was completed to share how Family Reading Nights have been
implemented at North Omak Elementary over the last two years. The goals of the
Family Reading Nights were:
1. to offer fun, free, interactive activities for the whole family and community
to enjoy;
2. to instill a love of reading and literacy activities into the lives of the children
and families attending North Omak Elementary;
3. to get books into the homes of students at North Omak Elementary;
4. to invite community members into the school to be guest readers and to
encourage the support of local businesses; and
5. to provide a model for parents demonstrating appropriate methods and
strategies for encouraging and supporting children's reading development.
The following pages will outline what was done to successfully coordinate and
implement the Family Reading Nights at North Omak Elementary School over the last
two years.
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Structure of Event
The structure of the Family Reading Nights quickly evolved. The first reading night
was held in December of 2001. Since I had no background experience to go on, I
developed a timeline of events for the evening. The schedule went something like this:
6:30

Mr. Wyant (principal) would welcome everyone and read a story

6:45

Santa would arrive and read a story

7:00

Students would color Jan Brett coloring pages and explore the Jan
Brett website on computers in the library

7:00

Pictures with Santa would begin

7:15

Door prizes

7:30

Santa would pass out free books

However, it was soon evident that we were not going to be able to start the event at
6:30 because people were still arriving by the handsfull. We were scrambling to find more
chairs, trying to find additional help for pictures with Santa, and answering countless
questions.
Once the event began, it became apparent that people were already working on the
coloring pages and families were already exploring the Jan Brett website. I decided that it
was important just to follow the lead of the families and go with the flow.
Pictures with Santa began but never seemed to end. An hour later there was still a
line of people. Door prizes were given out at least 30 minutes after the time I thought they
would be.
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Although the evening did not go at all how I thought it would, it was amazingly
successful. There were about 80 more people than I had expected, families were asking
when the next reading night would be, and children were ecstatic about their door prizes
and free books.
This taught me an important lesson. I learned that this event should not be

· ·· · structured or on a timEl sc::hedUle.

It Just had to happen naturally while letting the families

lead the way. I included the same components each month but they didn't have to happen
in a certain order.
After the first Family Reading Night I let guest readers know that they would begin
reading around 15 to 20 minutes after the event began. The craft activity was set up for
families to start when they wanted and books were accessible for families to read together.
There was always something for them to do but only if and when they chose to do it. At
times, I observed families just sitting around a table and talking about everyday family life.
The low-key, no pressure atmosphere is part of what I think kept families coming back
month after month. It was truly an enjoyable time for them to spend with each other
without restrictions or schedules.
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Theme/Featured Author

Each month a theme was chosen. This would give the Family Reading Night a
focus and give me direction for planning. Guest readers would be chosen based on the
theme. For example, for the "Read to Your Heart's Content" reading night in February,
local physicians were asked to be the guest readers and talk to students about ways in
which they could keep their hearts healthy.
Some months a featured author was chosen to go with the theme. Jan Brett,
Norman Bridwell, and Rosemary Wells have all been featured authors at the Family
Reading Nights. This gave students and families an opportunity to become more familiar
with well-known authors and illustrators. Often times I would give a brief biography about
the author at the start of the event.
It was important to provide many books written by the featured author for families to
look at and read. I placed the featured books on the tables where families sat. If there
wasn't a featured author but a broader theme, then many different books based on or
around that theme were made accessible. For example, for the Cinco de Mayo reading
nights, both fiction and non-fiction books were collected illustrating the culture of Mexico
and Hispanic people.
The theme of the Family Reading Night was carried through not only with the guest
readers and the books made available, but also in the activity, the advertising efforts, and
when possible, with door prizes and books that were given away. For the Clifford Family
Reading Night, door prizes included Clifford games, bath bubbles, toothbrushes, and
stuffed Clifford characters.

i
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Guest Readers
Guest readers were invited into our schools to read to and with students and
families. This brought community members into our school who might not have otherwise
come. Additionally, this gave students an opportunity to see and learn about people who
live and work in their community.
Guest readers were invited to be involved with the Family Reading Night three to
four weeks prior to the event. I would call to confirm the day before to make sure that they
knew what time they needed to be there.
Unless there was a featured author, guest readers often had the choice of reading a
book I provided for them or one that they chose. I encouraged them to bring their favorite
book from their childhood to share with the students and families. Most of the time the
guest readers preferred that I chose the book. In that case, I would choose two to three
possible books and get them to the guest readers a few days before the event so that they
had time to look at the books and choose which one they liked best.
Guest readers were always encouraged to ask students questions to engage them
in the reading. If guest readers were not accustomed to this type of reading, I provided
them with suggestions and examples of how they could include their audience in the
reading. It was very important that guest readers felt comfortable and at ease with what
and how they were reading and interacting with the students.
Guest readers were also encouraged to talk to the students about how they use
reading in their own lives and at work. When Santa read to students, he told them how
very important it was for him to be able to read all the letters that he gets every year from
children all over the world. Following is an example of a letter that could be used to give to
guest readers before the event.

C
Dear Guest Reader:
Thank you so much for your willingness to be a guest reader at North Omak
Elementary's Family Reading Night on
. Your participation
will add to the success and excitement of the event! It is my goal that we provide families
in our community with the opportunity to gather together to enjoy reading and literacy
activities.
The Family Reading Nights begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Polaris Room at North Omak
Elementary. You will be introduced and have your reading time around 6:45 p.m. You can
expect to have an audience of anywhere from 30 to 100+ people. There will be a
microphone available for your use. Following are some ideas and suggestions to help you
feel more comfortable with your role as our guest reader.
•

C

You may choose a book that is centered on the theme of the event or I can
choose a book for you. It is absolutely up to you. If I choose the book I will
get one or two possibilities to you a few days before the event so that you
can preview them and choose which one you feel most comfortable with.
• Read the book through a few times before you come to the Family Reading
Night. You might practice reading it while holding it off to the side so that the
illustrations are facing the children.
• After I introduce you, take a minute to talk to the children and families. You
might tell them a little more about yourself. It would also be great if you could
explain how you use reading in your daily life. How does it affect your job?
Do you read for fun? What is your favorite type of reading material?
• Introduce the book and tell the audience who the author and illustrator are.
You might ask children to raise their hand if they have heard or read this
story before.
• While you are reading, feel free to engage the children in the text, if you are
comfortable with this. You can ask questions as you go such as "What do
you think will happen next?" and "What is your favorite part in the story so
far?"
• When you are finished reading the story, you might ask the children to tell
you what happened in the story.

When asking the students questions and engaging them in conversation about
the text, it will be important for you to gauge their involvement and attention spans.
Sometimes the group will attend to the conversation, and other times they are just too busy
to sit and listen any more. You may use your own judgment on this.
Again, I cannot thank you enough for being our guest reader. I look forward to
seeing you and please call me at any time if you have any questions or concerns!
Sincerely,

(_

Lee Ann Fletcher
Family Reading Night Coordinator
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Craft/Art Activity
~

Some type of craft or art activity was prepared for each Family Reading Night. It
was based on the theme or the featured author. It was essential that the activity was
simple, easily managed, required very little direction, and was easy to clean up.
A cart was set up in a corner of the room containing all the materials needed for the
activity. When the students made snowman windsocks for the winter Family Reading
Night, the papers were already cut out and all the other materials were on hand. The
snowman basically just had to be assembled. Students could come to the cart, pick up
each of the materials they would need, and go to the tables to assemble the snowman
windsock. Students left with a project that they could be proud of, yet was simple for them
to put together with their families.
Examples of some of the activities are:
•

Clifford coloring books for Clifford/Norman Bardwell theme

•

Max and Ruby coloring posters for Rosemary Wells theme

•

Construction paper Mexican flags for Cinco de Mayo theme

•

Construction paper fire trucks with straws for the ladder for when
Omak police officers and firemen were guest readers

•

Make-and-take books for when students were guest readers

•

Bat mobile for Halloween theme

•

Snowman windsocks for when Frosty the Snowman was guest reader

Obviously, some of these activities took a great deal of preparation to have
all the materials already made up and ready to go. Omak Community Learning
Center was a collaborating partner in the Family Reading Nights. Employees from
this program would help to ensure that all materials were ready.
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Refreshments
Cookies and milk have become the staple at the Family Reading Nights. For the
first several Family Reading Nights I ordered 100 cookies and 50 cartons of milk.
However, it was soon apparent that this was not enough. I now order 200 cookies and 100
. cartons ~frTlilk for each reading night. There hasn't been a single event where there have
been leftover cookies.
North Omak Elementary's building budget pays for the cookies and milk and our
district's food services program provides them. I order the cookies and milk two to three
weeks before the event and they are ready on trays the evening of the event.
For the last two years I have collaborated with Omak Community Learning Center
for our Cinco de Mayo celebrations. Instead of ordering cookies and milk for these events,
we have requested chips and salsa, which were a huge hit. Additionally, these events
offered other traditional Mexican foods as well.
It seems as though free food is an important factor when getting people to come to
school sponsored events. Since the Family Reading Nights usually take place between
6:00 and 8:00 in the evenings, the cookies and milk make a nice dessert and there is very
little mess to clean up.

l
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One of the goals of the Family Reading Nights was to get books into the homes of
the students attending North Omak Elementary School. By giving away free books at the
reading nights, people were more motivated to come and it reinforced reading at home.
The district's 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant purchased most of
the books. Omak Community Learning Center co-sponsored the Family Reading Nights
with North Omak Elementary School. This collaboration was especially important because
the grant provided funds to promote family and community involvement, which were not
available through the school.
Books were purchased through the Literacy Empowerment Foundation, which
offered Omak Community Learning Center an Easy Matching Book Grant. This allowed us
to double our purchasing power to acquire books at all reading levels. For each set of
books that we purchased at regular price, an additional set of books was shipped free·of
charge. I believe that around $400.00 were spent on books this last year.
The project director of the Community Learning Centers grant has recently
purchased another supply of books through the Literacy Empowerment Foundation grant.
There should be enough books to get through all of next year's Family Reading Nights.
For the Read to Your Bunny Family Reading Night, the district's Reading Specialist
purchased 75 books to be given out. She also provided money to purchase t-shirts for
door prizes. The money came out of her budget allotted for reading improvement
throughout the district.
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Door prizes were another fun and motivating way to get people to come. Most door
prizes were donated by local businesses. I would take an afternoon and go around to
businesses, explaining what I was doing and asking for donations. Anywhere from five to
fifteen door prizes were given out at the majority of the Family Reading Nights.
Examples of donated items were:
•

certificates for pizzas at Papa Murphy's Pizza;

•

certificates for individual pizzas from Pizza Hut;

•

certificates for sub sandwiches at Subway;

•

certificates for bowling at our local bowling alley;

•

promotional items from J.C. Penney;

•

certificates for hair cuts at a local hair salon;

•

beauty products from another hair salon; and

•

certificate or a free book at local book store.

An example of a receipt I gave to business when they donated items for the Family
Reading Nights is shown on the next page.
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North Omak Elementary School
Family Reading Nights
The following item(s) is/are being donated by

(Business Name)

(Donated ltem(s))

for North Omak Elementary's Family Reading Night
on~~~~~~-'--~·
The above item(s) will be used as door prizes for families
participating in the event.

Business Owner/Manager

Date

Family Reading Night Coordinator

Date

P-14

Helpers
It was necessary to recruit volunteers to help at the Family Reading Nights. Our
principal, Mike Wyant, was at nearly every family reading night. I felt this made a huge
impact on the success of the reading nights. His presence showed that although I was
doi11gnearly all of the planning and coordinating, it was important to him that families and
community members came together at our school. He was one of the guest readers for
one of the reading nights as well.
I also feel that his involvement encouraged other teachers in our school to become
involved and participate when needed. Each month, a week or two before the event, I
would send an email to the entire staff at North Omak Elementary requesting volunteers to
help at the event. Looking back, there was never a time when I didn't have the support I
needed to conduct a successful Family Reading Night.
Having teachers involved in the Family Reading Nights also gave students and
parents an opportunity to see their teachers in a different setting. I observed many of the
volunteer teachers reading with children, which provided excellent modeling for parents.
On occasion community members and parents would come to volunteer. On most
of the reading nights, it was only necessary to have three or so people on hand, however,
on the bigger reading nights, more help was needed.
Examples of what the helpers typically did are outlined below:
•

help at the craft/activity center;

•

manage door prizes and free books; and

•

meet and greet the guest reader and help to get them ready to read.
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Getting the Word Out
Advertising the Family Reading Nights seemed to be the most time consuming
aspect of the event. Without good dissemination, the success of the reading nights would
falter. I took many steps to ensure that families knew that the reading nights were
happening. In every advertising effort I included the following information: date, time,
place, what the theme or who the featured author was, who the guest reader was, what
activity they could expect to do, that there would be cookies and milk, and if there were
going to be free books and/or door prizes.
The process I used for getting the word out is outlined below.
•

Three to four weeks before the event I would put a brief article in our
school's monthly newsletter.

•

Occasionally a couple of weeks prior to the event, I would contact our
local newspaper or submit a public service announcement.

•

Three weeks prior to the event I would create a flashy flier to catch
parents' attention. I would create two fliers, one a full-page flier with
all of the above information included and one half page, condensed
version.

•

I would then submit them to our schools migrant/bilingual specialist for
translation into Spanish.

•

Then the fliers would need to be sent to our district office for printing.
had the fliers printed in English on one side and Spanish on the other.
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•

Full-page fliers were sent home with students one week to five days
before the event and then the half page fliers were sent home the day
before the event. The half page fliers were meant to be reminders for
students and parents.

•

Often times, either myself, or our school secretary would announce
over the intercom a reminder to students about the reading night jUst
before they went home on the afternoon before.

Although I feel that there is more that can be done to get the word out about
the Family Reading Nights, I feel that the process I have used has been very
successful. There were very few times that I was disappointed with the amount of
people in attendance. More often than not, there was standing room only. I feel
that this is partially due to the fact that parents were reminded about the Family
Reading Night several times before the event.
Another contributing factor is that I always tried to hold the Family Reading
Nights on the same night of each month. After the first couple of reading nights,
parents came to expect that the reading nights would occur on the second Tuesday
of every month. The predictability of these events may have influenced
participation. Typically there were anywhere from 30 to 120 people in attendance
with an average of around 60.
Two public service announcements advertising a couple of the Family
Reading Nights are shown on the following pages. These were submitted to our
weekly community newspaper.
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Come One, Come All!!!
Join us for a Family Reading Celebration!

North Omak Elementary will begin hosting monthly Family Reading Nights! On the
second Tuesday of each month students and families will be invited to listen to guest
readers from our community, share in reading activities, and read together as a family.
The first Family Reading Night will be on Tuesday, December 11th from 6:30 - 8:00
p.m. at North's library. Mr. Wyant, principal of North, will kick off this year's Family
Reading Nights as our first guest reader followed by a very special visit from Santa Claus!
Yep, that's right, good ole' St. Nick will be taking a break from making toys and tending to
wish lists for an evening of reading with North students and their families! Jan Brett, an
incredible author and illustrator of children's books, will be the featured author! Students
and families can expect to learn about her and her wonderful books! This is an event you
won't want to miss!

Contact person:
Lee Ann Fletcher
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Reading Nights a Big Hit for Young Readers

Several students at North Omak Elementary enjoyed an evening of reading fun with
their families on Tuesday, March 121h. Family Reading Nights at North began in December
on the second Tuesday of the month.
Each month students and families gather to enjoy guest readers, reading activities,
and reading time together. There are door prizes and usually free books to be given

away.·

The March Family Reading Night was somewhat different from what had been
offered in the months prior. Instead of having guest readers from our community come to
read to the children, students were invited to read to the audience. They were asked to
practice a favorite book to bring to the Family Reading Night to share with all who
participated. Six students read their favorite stories in front of about fifty people. Readers
were Kameron Smith, 2nd grade, Michelle Nicholas, kindergarten, Randy Nicholas, 2nd
grade, Owen Clark,

1st

grade, Shanii Pebeahsy, 2nd grade, and Cassandra Edwards, 4th

grade.
The next Family Reading Night will be on Tuesday, April

9th

from 6:30 - 8:00 at the

North Omak Elementary School. Guest readers include Sharon Reddick, librarian of
Omak Public Library, and Patrick Smedile, librarian at North Omak Elementary School.
Students will learn about Rosemary Wells, a wonderful author and illustrator. Every
student who attends will receive a free book written by Rosemary Wells and a bookmark.
There will be great door prizes to be given away! Come and join the fun. Questions can
be directed to Lee Ann Fletcher at

.
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Collaborative Efforts
The nature of the Family Reading Nights brought with them a wonderful opportunity
to collaborate with other school events, committees, and projects. As stated earlier, a
major influence on the Family Reading Nights was the collaboration that was established
with Omak Community Learning Center (OCLC). OCLC provided printing, man-hours, and
funding for books and donations for the Family Reading Nights. In return they were able to
claim their involvement when reporting their family and community involvement efforts to
the U.S. Department of Education, which funded their grant.
OCLC's after school programs collaborated with the Family Reading Nights as well.
One requirement of the after school program teachers was to do a public presentation or
display of student work so that the community could see what the students were doing in
the after school classes. Teachers would display their students' work during the Family
Reading Nights. For our Clifford reading night, one teacher displayed dozens of projects
depicting Clifford stories that were related to Math. This was a perfect way for her to show
off the hard work of her students and it helped to decorate and integrate the theme of the
Family Reading Night.
When our school's literacy committee saw how successful the Family Reading
Nights were each month, the committee chair approached me about collaborating with
them to offer parents a workshop on how to help their children in reading. We scheduled
the Family Reading Nights 30 minutes earlier than usual and provided childcare while
parents went across the hall to learn some useful strategies for reading with their child at
home. There were around 35 to 40 parents who attended this parent workshop which was
double the amount we expected would show up.
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The school librarian and I also collaborated by joining the Family Reading Night with
the book fair's Family Night. Parents were able to attend both events in the same evening.
Another successful collaboration was for the Cinco de Mayo celebrations. OCLC
was the biggest collaborator for these events, but we also had help from our district's
migrant and bilingual program as well as our community's Committee for Race Relations.
This brought people together from many different sectors of our community. There were
art displays, authentic Mexican food, story telling, traditional cultural dances, and a pii'iata
of course.
These collaborative efforts enhanced the Family Reading Nights. Not only did they
bring additional publicity to the event but they also brought people and projects together
throughout the community.
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Gratitude
It was important to me to make sure that guest readers and all those who helped at
the Family Reading Nights knew how much I appreciated their willingness to support the
reading nights.
Following is a list of ways that I showed my appreciation and gratitude to all those
who helped make the Family Reading Nights successful.
•

I sent thank you notes and most always a candy bar to guest readers.

•

Teachers, community members, and parents who helped out received
a thank you note and either a candy bar or a special coffee.

•

Often times an announcement would be put into our school's daily
bulletin letting staff know how the event went and thanking all those
who helped as well.

•

Thank you notes and receipts were sent to all the businesses that
donated items for door prizes at the Family Reading Nights.
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j j ~ Family Reading Nights at a Glance
The following pages include several of the full-page flyers that illustrate the Family
Reading Nights that have occurred over the last two years at North Omak Elementary.
These were the actual announcements that went out to all students advertising the events.
Also included are photos of certain events.

l
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C

Sharon Reddick, librarian of Omak Public Library, reads a story by Rosemary Wells to the
children and families. The same book was given out to each attending child that evening.

C

(_

Children color their Max and Ruby posters.
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Families are reading and coloring together.

C

C
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Family Reading Night~
Brought to you by
Omak Community
Learning Center
and
North Omak
Elementary

Tuesday, May

7th

6 :00 - 8 : oo p. m.
North Omak
Elen1en·tary Gym

Guest Reader:
Constanza Smith

Cinco de Mayo
Historian:
Stephen Smith

+ f\lorth and East OCLC Spanish
Classes will present cultural
activii-ies!
+ Free chips and salsa as well as
authentic Mexican food to
purchase.
+ Every child will take home a
cr·aft project and a goodie bag
+ Door Prizes!
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(

Constanza Smith reads a book about the Hispanic Culture.

(

A student collects the materials needed to make a Mexican flag .

An enthusiastic student attempts to break the pifiata!
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Clifford wants you to come to Nort11 2s
Book Fair and Family Reading NigJ1.rrH
Monday,
March

3rd

Book Fair•:
6:00 - 8:00
No1°th Librat"Y
Family Reading Nigl
6:30 - 7:30
Polaris Room

Don't

Miss It!!!

l

.
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Sponsored by North Omak Elementary and Omak Community Learning Center!
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Brought to you by
North Omak
Elementary
and
Omak Community
Learning Centers

Tuesday, January 2 sth
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
North Omak EI ementary
Po I ari s Room

6:30 - 7:00
Watch "The Snowman"
By Raymond Briggs!
7:00
Listen to Frosty the Snowman read
winter books!
Make a Snowman Windsock!
Cookies and Milk!
Every child will receive a free
book to take home!
Winter Fun for Everyone!

Attention Parents! While your child is watching the video from 6:30 - 7:00, come to room C7
(across from Polaris Room) to get a few hints on how to help your child with reading at home!

• • • • •

•
•

• • • • • ••••••••
• • • • • • • • • ••••••
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Nerth <:>m@k
Rl~lY.l~Dt~1")'
•
•
• • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Come and enjoy an evening of reading activities with your family!
Our guest readers, representing the 01nak Clinic,
will be
Dr. Grace Yelland and Mr. Mike Hauso, Laboratory Technician.
Since it is "Healthy Heart Month," the guest readers will teach
students and families about the iinportance of keeping a
healthy lifestyle and what can be done to keep our hearts happy!!
There will be a drawing for several great door prizes at the end of
the evening! All door prizes have been donated by local businesses.

Cookies and milk will be served!

North Omak Elementary

family Reading Night,/
Tuesday, January

gth

6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
North Omak Elementary Polaris Room

********

You won't want to miss an exciting night of reading with
Omak Police Department
and
Omak Fire Department!
A police officer and a firefighter
will be our guest readers for this month's
Family Reading Night! Come and learn
all about their jobs!
Families will have the opportunity to have an up-close look at a
fire truck and a police car
before the event begins .

.
Come and enjoy an evening of reading activities with your family!
Cookies and milk will be served!
Lots of great door prizes will be given at the end of the evening!

********************************************************
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(

Members of the Omak Police Department read a book about safety.

Members of the Omak Fire Department answer questions about
what it is like being a fire fighter.

(_
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Don't Miss Itf I
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Each of the students in the front row were the guest readers. They picked a book
from home to bring in to read to the students and families at the Family Reading Night.
This photo was in our community newspaper.
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Testimonials

~~*'*~~~A.;"V',,~~

Ct1

The following pages include testimonials from my principal, teachers, a collaborative
partner, a parent and a guest reader. They have been included in this project so that the
Family Reading Nights could be seen from another perspective besides my own .

•

•

~
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North Omak Ele111entary

P.O. Box 833
Omak, WA 98841
As a ptincipal I'm always on the lookout for opportunities to bring parents and other
family members into our school. Family Reading Night is a wonderful way to get moms
and dads, siblings, grandparents and others to gather at school for a special, fun-filled,
educational activity.
Family Reading Nights have been carefully planned to include a variety of attractive
ag.d interesting activities. Each Family Reading Night has featured a special guest reader.
Police officers, fire fighters, Santa Claus, and Clifford the Big Red Dog are just a few
.among the many "celebrity readers'who have read stories aloud at Family Reading
Nights. Many of the Family Reading Nights have featured free books for each attending
child. The free books were acquired through donations and small grants. Craft activities
have been offered at each event. Of course no evening event like this would be complete
~ithout cookies and milk which were graciously provided by our district's food services
program. Door prizes donated by local merchants have also been a popular part of many
of the Family Reading Nights.
The highlight of each Family Reading Night though has 'been watching adults and
children pair up for the quiet reading of a favorite book. It's been very satisfying to see
folks representing the diversity of our conununity gathered together for the purpose of
celebrating and encouraging the habit of reading.
I have continued to be amazed by the excellent turnout for each of our Family Reading
Nights. I appreciate the opportunity Mrs. Fletcher has given our families and our
community through her organization of these events.
Respectfully,

Michael Wyant
Principal, North Omak Elementary
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"The Family Reading Night was an excellent and enjoyable way to reinforce our
school's commitment for reading. Families were able to meet at school, share books with
their children, and celebrate the enjoyment of literacy. Each month had a different theme
and involved different community members. I was able to help one month by meeting
separately with the parents to share ideas related to reading and methods to help at home.
This was a very successful opportunity for our students and a very popular night."
Gail Langseth
Second Grade Teacher
North Omak Elementary

"I have had the pleasure to work at the Family Reading Nights the last couple of
vA:Ars: with Mrs. Lee Ann Fletcher. They have been a joy to behold! They have been
< ,~rlrArn,:,lv well attended and enthusiastically received. They have had the advantage of
"free" at a time when times are hard for many families. They were something the
.,.,1,n1ofamily could come to. There were prizes, cookies and milk, and books given away.
Family Reading Nights gave the wonderful message that reading is exciting and that
kinds of people love to read, from firemen to Santa Claus! Our whole school has been
to Lee Ann for bringing this wonderful outreach to our school."
Diane Phillips
Kindergarten/First Grade Teacher
North Omak Elementary

"I am writing in regards to the Family Reading Nights held each month at our school
Ann Fletcher. Each night was well-planned and coordinated by Lee Ann. She saw
c:.toev,P.rv detail in order to make it a special evening. Therefore every night that I was able
out was packed with eager children and parents. As a classroom teacher, I was in
u111uue: position to hear the comments made by the students the day after such an event.
M>1,nv treasured the free book they got, or talked about the "characters" that read them a
.uuul\. The always anxiously await the next reading night.
Lee Ann is to be commended for all her efforts in coordinating these events. She
in a lot of effort and time, but also has a natural knack for planning that I find missing
myself."
Denise Hack
Second Grade Teacher
North Omak Elementary

'.>u,, Lt'"
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"Family Reading Night is one of the best things that has happened at North Omak
Elementary School. I had the opportunity to participate in this event in more ways than
1was invited to read in Spanish (I am the district's Bilingual Director) because Lee
Ann wanted to make sure that everybody was included. Since we serve numerous
speaking families and we have several ESL students in our schools, Lee Ann was
a.lw~iys finding ways to make all families feel welcome. She was careful to see that Family
Read1inq Night invitations would go home in Spanish to the families needing them
I also helped her again during a big community event, our "Cinco de Mayo"
,.;; .\ ,celeb1ratiOn one of the best Family Reading Nights we've ever had.
I had the opportunity to attend some of the monthly Family Reading Night affairs
as any other community person. It was incredible to watch Lee Ann's coordinating
She was attentive to every detail and made sure everything went smoothly. She
; ,ree1lllf'm<Jti\•atE~s parents and their children to attend this event and discover the joy of
'""'rlir,n together. It was great to see parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles, etc.
involved in these events. One of the many ways she made sure reading continued at
was that she never let a child leave without taking home a book to keep and enjoy.
It always amazed me how Lee Ann managed her time. She would teach the whole
attend to her own family and then come back to make a success happen. She
incredible organizational skills. The Family Reading Night is a winner in our
>ci-hn,,,1 right now. It is obviously an event the community has come to expect and really
Lee Ann Fletcher has brought reading to life and life to reading in our school."
Constanza Smith
Migrant/Bilingual Programs Director
Omak School District
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"I worked with Lee Ann Fletcher on the planning and execution of two culturally
based family reading nights around the theme and celebration of Cinco de Mayo. There is
a steadily growing Hispanic population in the Okanogan Valley and school district. These
events afforded us an opportunity to acknowledge, honor and include this minority group in
a mainstream event, while educating non-Hispanic students and community members, at
the same time.
Both these events showcased familiar books in Spanish, with activities and signage
in both English and Spanish. The event grew the second year to include traditional
dancing, storytelling, a pifiata and food for more than 300 participants. After school
classes contributed cultural displays, artwork and flags of Spanish speaking countries with
quotations in Spanish.
The most significant aspect of these events was the participation of whole and
1
"""''""' exterfded families from babies to grandparents."
Laura Fine-Morrison
Arts & Enrichment Coordinator
Omak Community Learning Center

>'<·> so

"I attended the Family Reading Night in October. The theme was appropriate and
children and parents seemed to enjoy reading and making crafts with each other. I
my daughter and we both had a great time. Some of the kids that attended were
proud to be at school with their families. It was a great model for parents to see other
reading to their kids. Overall, I think the night was a huge success thanks to Lee
hard work and organization."
Tina Boyd
Parent of Kindergarten Student
and Speech and Language Pathologist
North Omak Elementary
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"One of my fondest memories of the Family Reading Nights was seeing Lee Ann
carrying her daughter, surrounded by students and parents, coordinating the evening and
tending to last minute details.
October being the month for costumes, Lee Ann asked for volunteers to dress-up
and read a story to the children. She got an "old woman" and a "pirate" to read to those
assembled. She planned all aspects of the evening, including having microphones for
those of us who's voices could not be heard over the sounds of a room almost filled to
Students, siblings, parents, grandparents, and shirttail relatives came to enjoy the
evening. For many it was the social event of the month. Eager eyes checked out the
"""'"""'"'·
of books to be given to students at the end of the evening. Snacks were available
phl.ldren sat at the feet of costumed readers listening to the story. One of the things I
learn in a crowd that size was to keep the story short and animated {for my future
It was apparent that this was something that the community enjoyed and
Not only did I get to participate as a reader at the Family Reading Night, I also
wnrkF,rl with Lee Ann to promote the event by including an invitation for the evenings in the
,.,_.,,,.,,.,, newsletter. Lee Ann would use the newsletter, notes home, and teacher reminders
notify students and parents of the date of the next event and what the theme would be.
• 1•~~" parents would call to confirm dates and times because they didn't want their children
themselves) to miss out on the books and the fun."
Linda Record
October's Guest Reader
and School Secretary
North Omak Elementary
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Place:

(circle one)

Gym

Polaris Room
Guest Reader(s)

Library

Representing

Courtyard

Phone Number

called to
confirm

Thank
you sent

Them~Featured Author: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Book(s) to be read: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Activity:. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Advertising:

D

••·oD
D
D
D

Article submitted to school secretary to be printed in school newsletter
Article submitted to the district's website director
(1 month ahead)
Article submitted to The Chronicle to be printed in community newspaper
(2 weeks· ahead)
Submit full page and half page fliers to be translated into Spanish
(3 weeks ahead)
Send fliers to district office for printing
(2 weeks ahead)
Full page flyer to be sent out to all students pre-K through 2nd
(5 to 7 days ahead)
Half page flyer to be sent out to all students pre-K through 2nd
(1 day ahead)

Cookies and milk ordered
Free Books or Door Prizes
Helpers
.

•

0
0

Donated by: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Job

Thank you sent

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The purpose of this project was to provide parents in Omak with a fun
interactive way to help and encourage their child's reading and literacy
· development. By offering free and entertaining reading activities in the evenings,
parents were motivated to read to and with their children in a structured setting,
instilling parents to continue reading at home!
The project was completed to share how Family Reading Nights have
been implemented at North Omak Elementary over the last two years. The goals
of the Family Reading Nights were:
1. to offer fun, free, interactive activities for the whole family and
community to enjoy;
2. to instill a love of reading and literacy activities into the lives of the
children and families attending North Omak Elementary;
3. to get books into the homes of students at North Omak Elementary;
4. to invite community members into the school to be guest readers
and to encourage the support of local businesses; and
5. to provide a model for parents demonstrating appropriate methods
and strategies for encouraging and supporting children's reading
development.

30

31

Conclusions
The conclusion reached due to this study and the implementation of the
Family Reading Nights at North Omak Elementary in Omak Washington are as
follows.
1. A child's reading and literacy success is definitely affected by the
level of involvement of their parents.
2. To be most successful in parent involvement, it is important that ·
parents realize and understand the most effective and beneficial
ways to help their children with reading development.
3. When teachers and the community are involved and take an active
role in promoting family involvement, an essential partnership is
created between home, school, and community.
4. The Family Reading Nights incorporated home, school, and
community and brought all three together to encourage and
promote literacy development in the students attending North Omak
Elementary School.
5. The Family Reading Nights were successful and beneficial for our
school and community.
6. Students and families were motivated to keep coming to the Family
Reading Nights because of successful advertising, free books and
door prizes, free food, entertaining presentations, and interactive
activities.
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Recommendations
As a result of planning and implementing the Family Reading Nights, the
following recommendations are made:
1. Forming a committee to organize and plan the Family Reading
Nights would be much more productive and efficient so that all the
weight is not on one individual.
2. Coordinators should use the planning sheet on page 44 of the
project so that all aspects of the event are covered.
3. Look for other groups or organizations within the district and
community to collaborate with to bring more diversity and resources
together.
4. Seek out funding opportunities through various grants or literacy
foundations in order to purchase free books.
5. Follow the lead of the students and their families, it is their night,
not yours.
6. Be creative, but keep it simple. Simplicity is what made the Family
Reading Nights successful in Omak.
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